
A COMMUNITY WITH KIDS AT HEART BENDLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

November 17, 2020 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

In addition to new emergency orders, viral spread of COVID-19 among staff and students has resulted in 
necessary changes to the continuance of face-to-face instruction for Bendle students. Despite dedicated 
efforts of staff, support staff and parent support, the latest emergency order ends all face-to-face 
learning for high school students until at least December 14th. As a result of viral spread among staff 
and students, the decision was also made to suspend face-to-face learning for all middle school students 
as of this past Monday. We have also been challenged with increasing numbers of illness among 
elementary staff and students. 

With an outlook for increasing COVID-19 outbreaks, and a severe shortage of substitute teachers, it is 
extremely important stronger steps are taken to limit viral spread among staff and students. For this 
reason, face-to-face learning for our South and West Bendle Elementary students will be suspended at

the end of the day Friday, November 201h
. 

Our current plan is to evaluate the situation on December 11th to determine whether face-to-face 
learning can and should continue on December 14th . It is important to note, December 14th is a 
tentative date for return. The return will be subject to any additional orders/guidance from state 
officials, staff availability, as well as the level of viral spread within the community. Should a return to

face-to-face learning not take place on December 14th, January 19th would become the next tentative

date for return. Again, a face-to-face return is dependent upon state level guidance, available staff and 
degree of viral spread within the community. 

Though better prepared than last March to work with students at home, we understand many families 
still face challenges with access to the internet. Staff members will continue to work with students 
through whatever means possible to ensure personal contact and provision of school work continues. 
Students without internet may access their student account or guest network from our building parking 
lots in order to download assignments, and make periodic contacts with staff. Obviously, this is not an 
ideal solution, but it does provide opportunity for contact. 

I realize these are very frustrating and difficult times for students and parents, as well as our staff and 
support staff. The fact face-to-face learning continued since September is a testament to the dedication 
by all our Bendle Public School employees, parents, and students. However, the reality is, in more than 
one case, we now face critical staffing levels with no substitute possibilities. Without healthy 
employees, there will be no one to provide instruction, whether face-to-face or online. It's our hope 
everyone will continue to do their part to stay healthy and safe over the next few weeks in order to 
minimize spread of COVID-19. 
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